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Risk Assessment and Controls

Introduction

This risk assessment has been prepared for gundog training sessions carried out by, and working
tests organised by the Wye Valley Retriever Club (the Club). An additional risk assessment has been
included for field trials organised by the Club.

When identifying risks, locations used by the Club at Westhide, Lower Hope (Pencombe), Ravenhill
Court (Lulsley), New House Farm (Bromyard), and Dunclent have been inspected. If other locations
and venues are used by the Club for their activities, this risk assessment should be reviewed and any
additional risks should be assessed and risk control measures should be identified and recorded.

Risk Rating
Risk rating is calculated from the likelihood of injury and the likely severity of an injury after the
application of the defined risk control measures. Ratings are calculated as follows.

Likelihood of Injury (L) Factor Definition
1 Very unlikely
2 Unlikely
3 May happen
4  Very likely
5 Certain

Severity of Injury (S) Factor Definition
1 Minor injury (equivalent to no lost time from work)

2 Minor injury (equivalent to up to three days lost time from work)
3 Injury (equivalent to more than three days lost time from work)
4  Major injury
5

Fatality

Risk Rating
Risk ratings are calculated by multiplying the likelihood of injury factor (L) and the severity of injury
factor (S).

Risk Rating Risk Rating

Factor (L x S)

1-4 Low priority

5-9 Medium priority

10-15 High priority

16 - 25 Urgent priority

Persons at Risk
The following abbreviations are used to define persons at risk in the risk assessment tables.

1 Members of the Club including committee members and Club members who take training
sessions or compete in tests

2 Helpers (such as dummy throwers, test stewards, catering helpers, those helping setting
up and packing up Club equipment, Guns) who may or may not be members of the Club

3 Guests of the Club such as competitors in tests, test judges, landowners, spectators

4  Members of the general public
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Training
No. Hazards identified Persons at Risk control measures Further actions to LxS Risk
risk reduce or eliminate (after rating
risk controls)
1. Slippery ground, muddy 1,2,3 Persons at risk of falling should wear stout Suitable briefing at the 2x2 4 (low)
ground, uneven ground, trip footwear with good grip on the soles such as beginning of the block of
hazards such as rocks, tree “country” wellingtons or walking boots. Footwear | training sessions warning
roots, fallen branches, stiles with smooth soles is to be avoided. of the risks and informing
to be negotiated Persons at risk may like to use a walking stick. what controls measures
Maintain hand hold when negotiating stiles. are required
Routes which include climbing fences or
negotiating streams and ditches are to be avoided
wherever possible.
2. Hazardous behaviour by 1,2,3 All dogs should be kept under control by their Suitable briefing at the 2x2 4 (low)
dogs such as dogs running handlers (the purpose of the training sessions) beginning of the block of
into people (other than their and heed advice given to handlers by trainers if training sessions setting
handler) control is lost. out requirements for
handlers
3. Lakes and large ponds 1,2,3 Persons at risk should not get too close to the Suitable briefing at the 2Xx2 4 (low)
which are used during water’s edge, particularly if the area is slippery. beginning of the block of
training for retrieves See also item No. 1. training sessions warning
of the risks and informing
what controls measures
are required
4, Exposure to loud noises 1,2,3 Hearing protection to be worn by those persons in | Suitable briefing at the 2x2 4 (low)
from training pistol, dummy proximity to the source of the noise. beginning of the block of
launcher, shotgun training sessions warning
of the risks and informing
what controls measures
are required
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No. Hazards identified Persons at Risk control measures Further actions to LxS Risk
risk reduce or eliminate (after rating
risk controls)
5. Moving vehicles in the 1,2,3 Persons involved in training should be aware Suitable briefing at the 1x2 2 (low)
training areas and parking there are likely to be moving vehicles on vehicle beginning of the block of
areas driven by persons routes and tracks near the training / test / trials training sessions warning
involved in the training area and they should warn others when they see of the risks
sessions or by persons an approaching vehicle.
authorised by the Persons taking part in Club activities and driving
landowners. vehicles at the venue should drive at reduced
speed in the vicinity of people and dogs.
6. Manual handling when 1,2,3 Asses the weight to be lifted, minimise the 1x2 2 (low)
lifting heavy items (for distance to be carried and choose the terrain over
example bags of dummies, which it is to be carried which is flat, not slippery
tables, chairs, tents, etc
generator, water Get help to share lifting of heavy items.
containers). Split the load to minimise the weight to be lifted.
Use appropriate lifting techniques.
Working Tests (Additional Hazards)
No. Hazards identified Persons at Risk control measures Further actions to LxS Risk
risk reduce or eliminate (after rating
risk controls)
7. Use of generator such as 1,2 Generator to be used in accordance with its 2x2 4 (low)
electricity, handling fuel operating instructions by persons familiar with
(petrol), exhaust emissions. those instructions.
Generator to be maintained in accordance with
operating instructions.
Generator to be sited as far away from where
people gather as practical.
8. Inadequate food hygiene 1,2,3 Helpers preparing lunch for the Club should use 1x2 2 (low)
standards (during lunch good hygiene practice when preparing food.
provided by the Club). Dogs should not be allowed near food preparation
areas.
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Field Trials (Additional Hazards)

No. Hazards identified Persons at Risk control measures Further actions to LxS Risk
risk reduce or eliminate (after rating
risk controls)
9. Use of shotguns to shoot 1,2,3,4 Persons handling shotguns should be familiar with 2x2 4 (low)
game as part of the field and should comply with the BASC Code of
trial Practice Shotgun Safety in Great Britain.

There should be no shooting across any form of
public right of way or within 50ft of the centre of a
public highway.

Spectators should be held in safe areas away
from the line of fire by a responsible and easily
identifiable steward acting under the control of the
Shoot Captain, Chief Steward or the Field Trial
judges and the steward’s chain of command is to
be clearly defined.

10. Use of agricultural tractor 1,2,3 Only use trailers which are fit for purpose. They 2Xx2 4 (low)
trailers to transport should have safe means of access, safe seating
personnel across farmland and should be suitably maintained.

Vehicles and trailers should comply with legal
requirements if driven on the public highway.
The vehicle should be driven at a safe speed
having due regard to the road conditions (public
highway or rough farm track).

Approval

This risk assessment is to be approved at a meeting of the Club’s Committee and the approval minuted with reference to the version and date.

Review
This risk assessment shall be reviewed at least annually by the Club’s Committee and the review minuted.
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